THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
working towards an international economy. If the
Have-Not states will accept this principle they may
find a solution of their problems which respects our
needs and rights and the security of the British
Empire, At present they refuse to accept such a
solution. It is not in accord with their political
philosophy and ambitions, every day rendered more
passionate and irrational by the propaganda their
governments maintain. So long as that is the case
we must ally ourselves with like minded states in
order, not to deny the Have-Nots any rights which
we claim for ourselves, but to compel them to respect
rights indispensable to ourselves but which are
offered equally to them.
The position of Russia in this matter is crucial.
The facts which concern us in this connection are
(i) She is not in the 'Have-Not' category, is not
'expansionist', is not making claims for colonies; (2)
Is quite prepared to accept the internationalist solu-
tion; (3) Has become conservative in the sense that
she must have stability internally and externally for
the success of her economic experiments and (4) Has
quite obviously abandoned her 'world revolution*
policy.
These points will be developed presently.
But before assuming that we could watch disinter-
estedly while 'Hun and Bolshie chawed each other
up', certain facts must be taken into account.
Any war upon Russia would be most likely to result
from the creation of a pan-Germany such as that
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